liver disease, the efficacy of various form of treatment and with the use of a variety of new techniques in the investigation of patients. In view of its high price and the nature of its contents, it will probably be mainly purchased by libraries serving groups who have a special interest in the subject.
A M DAWSON Theory and Practice in Experimental Bacteriology by G G Meynell MD and Elinor Meynell MD DipBact 2nd ed pp xiv+ 347 illustrated 75s London: Cambridge University Press 1970 Bacteria and phages have considerable advantages for use as models in experimental biology. This book was written primarily for biologists turning to work with bacteria, to provide them with a guide to basic laboratory techniques, including some theory as well as working rules. Particular effort was made to bring out the rational basis of the subject rather than to give arbitrary lists of instructions.
In this edition there are seven main chapters: bacterial growth; culture media; oxygen, carbon dioxide and anaerobiosis; sterilization; microscopy; quantitative (mathematical) aspects of experiments; genetic techniques. The last chapter is new, as are sections on photodynamic inactivation, fluorescence microscopy and autoradiography.
The first edition in 1965 was warmly welcomed, and this edition should prove as popular, not only with those for whom it was written, but also with professional microbiologists. R A SHOOTER Radiology ofthe Small Intestine by Richard H Marshak MD and Arthur E Lindner MD pp xii+510 illustrated £13 12s Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1970 Great progress has been made in recent years in the elucidation of functional and organic diseases which affect the small intestine. Radiology has kept pace with these advances and much has been written on this subject, but an authoritative textbook has been eagerly awaited by radiologists: it has now appeared in the form of this book by Marshak and Lindner, who are acknowledged authorities.
There are 500 pages and about 500 illustrations, all of excellent quality, which demonstrate very well the points made in the text; captions and, where necessary, enlargements have been used to advantage.
The book is exceptionally valuable in that most of the rarer conditions discussed are fully illustrated and all stages of development of, and variations in, the commoner conditions extensively demonstrated. Clinical and pathological descriptions of these rare diseases are included and are especially helpful.
The references are conveniently arranged at the end of each chapter and are adequate for further study of any particular aspect of the diseases discussed.
Not uncommonly in radiology, different diseases can produce similar reactions and radiological appearances in the small intestine, and these are frequently referred to by the authors who have also described the changes seen in both small and large intestine when these occur.
This publication seems certain to find a place on the bookshelf of everyone interested in intestinal radiology and ought to be available in all radiology department libraries. Press 1970 This is the first volume of a section of the encyclopedia which is devoted to a comprehensive review of the pharmacology of the endocrine system and related drugs. The neurohypophysis has been of special intrest to physiologists and pharmacologists, who have found the biosynthesis, storage and release of its hormones, and their chemical structure and peripheral effects, to be fruitful areas of research, not only in man and other mammals but also in lower vertebrates. The clinical importance of these hormones and their therapeutic use has led to the development of synthetic analogues which are at present undergoing extensive clinical research.
In twelve chapters by a distinguished group of contributors, these various aspects of neurohypophyseal pharmacology are covered in detail. The standard of presentation of this volume, as in earlier sections of the encyclopedia, is good, and the price, although high, is not disproportionate to its size and content.
PAUL TURNER

Cardio-vascular Surgery for Nurses and Students by William H Bain MD FRCS and J Kennedy Watt Bsc chM FRCS pp vi+ 174 illustrated 30s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1970
This helpful little book has been written primarily for the staff nurse who wishes to increase her knowledge, and it covers cardiac, central and peripheral vascular surgery, the last in consider-
